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Recreational
Fire Regulations
Recreational Fires have become an important part of
our outdoor experience. In order to ensure that these
types of experiences can continue without creating
a safety hazards or nuisance, the recreational fire
regulations listed below have been developed.
Unfortunately, the number of illegal recreational fires
has been increasing each year. The fire departments that respond to these calls are volunteers
who leave their homes and businesses to ensure the safety of the residents. To curb the growing
number of illegal recreational fires and to further eliminate potential safety hazards and nuisances,
these regulations should be followed closely.
Open burning of lumber, pallets, wooden shingles, scrap wood, brush, tree trimmings, leaves, yard
waste, cardboard, paper, garbage, and other similar items, is not permitted.
Recreational fires are permitted under the following conditions:
•

Only natural firewood cut in short lengths less than two (2) feet may be burned. The fire
must be contained in a manufactured freestanding fire pit or ring or pit not exceeding three
(3) feet in diameter.

•

All fire rings or pits must be located a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet away from any
structures or combustibles, such as houses, garages, sheds, wood piles and wooden fences.
Manufactured freestanding fire pits must be located a minimum of fifteen (15) feet away
from any structures or combustibles, such as houses, garages, sheds, wood piles and
wooden fences.

•

The fire must be constantly attended and supervised by an adult until the fire has been
completely extinguished.

•

A connected garden hose or other means to extinguish the fire must be readily
available. The use of flammable or combustible liquid accelerants is not permitted.

•

Recreational fires are not permitted on windy days when the smoke may create a nuisance
for nearby neighbors.

Police and fire department officers are authorized to require that a recreational fire is immediately
extinguished and discontinued if it is determined that the fire is not in compliance with the above
rules, the smoke is offensive to nearby neighbors, or the burning is determined to constitute a
hazardous condition.

Billing and Payment Options
Fairmont Farmers Mutual offers a variety of billing and
payment options for your convenience. Monthly, quarterly,
semi-annual and annual options are all available. In
addition, automatic withdrawal from your checking or
savings account may be used in conjunction with any of
the choices listed above. Fees may apply to some of these
methods. Contact your agent for more details about our
various payment options and the fees associated with them.
The options are as follows:
ACH (automatic withdrawal)
A checking or savings account must be used for this billing/payment method. A check may be used
for the initial down payment to allow time to set up the automatic withdrawal. An authorization
form must be completed and signed to activate this option. Please contact your agent for more
information about this process.
Web Payments
For your convenience, you may pay your premium online at www.fairmontfarmersmutual.net. Web
payments must be made for billed amounts only. Our system will not accept partial payments or
overpayments. You may pay online by credit card (Master Card, Visa or American Express), debit
card, checking or savings accounts.
In Person or By Mail
You may mail a check or money order, or if you prefer, your payment may be dropped off with
your agent or at our office. For cash payments, please pay in person. Do not mail cash.
Monthly Billing – ACH (automatic withdrawal) only
This billing method must be set up to automatically withdraw the premium amount from a
checking or savings account.
Quarterly, Semi-Annual, or Annual Billing
You may pay by check, money order, credit card, debit card, or set up ACH (automatic withdrawal)
from a checking or savings account. Cash payments are accepted in person with your agent or at
our office.

Dispose of Oily Rags,
Household Hazardous Waste Properly
Fire Departments across the country have responded to several fires over
the last few years that were caused by the improper storage and disposal
of oily rags after they had been used for staining cabinets during remodeling
g
operations. In some cases, these fires resulted in partial damage or even total
al loss
of the home.
Remodeling projects often involve the use of products with high volatile organic compounds, which
make them flammable. Examples of these products are oil-based paints and stains, varnishes and
polyurethane, paint thinners, etc. Oily rags have a long history of being a source of fire because
many people are not aware that they have the ability to spontaneously combust and catch on
fire. For a fire to exist, it needs heat, oxygen, and fuel. Oily rags that are folded or balled up and
tossed on the floor have the danger of going through a process that starts with oxidation. As the
oil is drying on the rag it produces heat, and air gets trapped in the folds or balled up portions.
The combined heat and oxygen added to the rag that is usually made of combustible cloth and
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can become a source of fuel, create a fire hazard. Heat, oxygen and fuel are all that is needed to
create a fire, which is why oily rags that are not disposed of properly can create a fire that people
are not prepared for.
How to Dispose Of Oily Rags
Oil or gas-soaked rags should be safely disposed of using one of the following steps:
• Hang them outside to dry in a safe area or spread them out flat, making sure they are
weighted down outdoors. They should not be in a pile. Once they are dry, they should be
disposed of properly. For somebody who uses oily rags on a daily or weekly basis, the oily
rags should be placed in a listed oily waste container and emptied by a private contractor.
• For a less frequent user, the now dry oily rags should be stored in a small, airtight, noncombustible (such as metal) container with a tight-fitting lid. An old paint can is a good
example. The rags should be completely covered with a solution of water and an oil
breakdown detergent. Do not add any other combustible material (stuff that can catch fire).
The user should then dispose of the rags during a city-sponsored hazardous waste collection
day.

Storm Damage and
Insurance Claims
If your home sustains storm damage from hail, winds,
tornadoes or the like, your homeowner’s insurance
policy may provide coverage to repair your home. Typical
coverage under a standard homeowner’s insurance
policy includes the following:
• The amount of money it will pay to fix your home,
including any upgrades that are required by local codes
es
when the damage is repaired.
• Reasonable expenses you paid to live elsewhere while your home is fixed.
• The amount of money it will pay to remove debris from your home.
• Personal property such as furniture and clothing is usually covered, but limits vary by the
disaster. The standard policy contains actual cash value coverage on personal property.
Your mortgage provider (called a “mortgagee”) may become involved when your home sustains
damage covered by insurance. This is because as a condition of issuing any mortgage, most
mortgagees require the homeowner to maintain hazard insurance on the property and to list
the mortgagee as a “loss payee” on the policy. The result is that any payment for damage to the
property is made payable to both the homeowner and the mortgagee. Generally, the security
interest that the mortgagee holds in the property authorizes the mortgagee to oversee repairs and
disburse insurance proceeds to ensure that the work is performed so that the property is returned
to its pre-storm value.
If you need to rebuild or repair your home as a result of a storm, watch out for unlicensed or
fraudulent home repair contractors who make promises that they can’t deliver, and may even grab
your insurance or emergency relief money and run. Be careful, because if a con artist takes your
money, it may be impossible to get it back. Likewise, some contractors who claim to specialize in
storm damage claims may try to trick you into acting immediately, before you have time to shop
around.
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Carefully read everything a contractor asks you to sign before you sign it. For example, some
contractors claim that you must sign an authorization to allow the contractor to inspect your
property, provide you with an estimate, or to communicate with your insurance company about
the damage to your home. While the contractor may further suggest that the form you are signing
doesn’t obligate you to anything, the contractor may later claim that you signed a binding contract
that requires you to use the contractor’s services on your insurance restoration project.

[

For information regarding steps to take or things to avoid following weather related
damage to your property, please see the following articles on our website: ‘Tips for Hiring
a Contractor’ and ‘Beware of Storm Chasers’. They can be found under the Claims tab.

[

A reputable contractor should NOT:
− offer to pay your insurance deductible (which is against the law in Minnesota);
− ask you to sign a “blank” contract
− or require you to sign anything to inspect your property or to provide you with a repair
estimate.
Ask the representative to leave all documents, including authorizations, contracts, and change
orders, with you for review before you sign anything. If the contractor won’t give you time to
review documents with a trusted advisor, consider that to be a big red flag.

IN CASE OF A TORNADO PROTECTING YOURSELF
AND YOUR FAMILY
Warnings – Watches
Remember that a watch means that weather
conditions are favorable for tornadoes and a
warning means one has been spotted in your
area. Learn the warning signals used in your
community. If a siren sounds, that means
stay inside and take cover.
Seeking Shelter
• Do not try to outrun a tornado. Instead,
stay calm and seek shelter.
• At home or work, seek shelter in the
central part of the building, away from
windows. Basements are the best havens.
If this is not an option, take cover in the
bathroom, closet, interior hallway or under
a heavy piece of furniture.
• If you are in your car, abandon your vehicle and seek shelter in the nearest ditch if no other
facility is available.
• People living in mobile homes should vacate the premises and seek shelter elsewhere.
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Protecting Your Property
• If a tornado watch has been issued, move cars inside a garage or carport to avoid damage from
hail that often accompanies tornadoes. Keep your car keys and house keys with you.
• If time permits, move lawn furniture and yard equipment such as lawnmowers inside. Otherwise,
they could become damaged or act as dangerous projectiles causing serious injury or damage.
• Make an inventory of your possessions and store it off the premises. If your belongings are
damaged, this list will help facilitate the claim filing process.

RECOVERING FROM A TORNADO
Protecting Yourself and Your Family
• Keep calm. Stay in your shelter until after the
storm is over.
• Check people around you for injuries. Begin
first aid or seek help if necessary.
• When you go outside, watch out for downed
power lines.
Protecting Your Property
• Notify your insurance agent or company
representative as soon as possible. If you have
vacated the premises, make sure your representative knows where to contact you.
• Make temporary repairs to prevent further loss from rain, wind or looting. These costs are
reimbursable up to $1,000 without prior approval under most policies, so keep the receipts.
• Keep receipts for additional living expenses such as temporary housing. These costs are
reimbursable under most policies so keep the receipts.
• Make a detailed list of all damaged or destroyed personal property. Don’t throw out damaged
property until you have met with an adjuster.
• Check utility lines and appliances for damage. If you smell gas, open the windows and turn off
the main valve. Don’t turn on lights or appliances until the gas has dissipated. If electric wires
are shorting out, turn off the power.
• Don’t be rushed into signing repair contracts. Deal with
reputable contractors. If you’re unsure about a contractor’s
credentials, contact your claims adjuster, Better Business
Bureau or Chamber of Commerce for referrals. Make sure
the contractor you hire is experienced in repair work - not
just new construction. Be sure of payment terms and consult
your agent or adjuster before you sign any contracts.
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