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Fire Prevention 
Week is 
October 4-10
2020 Campaign
This year’s FPW campaign, “Serve Up Fire 
Safety in the Kitchen!TM” works to educate 
everyone about the simple but important 
actions they can take to keep themselves, 
and those around them, safe in the 
kitchen. 

Cooking 
 • Cooking is the leading cause of 

home fi res and home fi re injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for 
fi res involving cooking equipment. 

 • The leading cause of fi res in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 

 • Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. 

 • If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in the home. 

 • Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fi re starts, slide the lid over the pan 
and turn off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it’s cool. 

 • Keep anything that can catch fi re away from your stovetop. 

 • Loose clothing can hang down onto stove burners and catch fi re. Wear short, close-fi tting, or 
tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 

 • Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 metre) around the stove and areas where hot food 
or drink is prepared or carried. 

For more information about Fire Prevention Week and home escape planning, 

visit www.fi repreventionweek.org.
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Continued On Page 4

COMBINE SAFETY BEGINS 
WITH THE OPERATOR
 As fall harvest approaches, you may sometimes feel there aren’t enough hours in the day to get 
everything done.

 But, all it takes is a single momentary lapse of concentration or focus for the typical day on the 
farm to turn disastrous.

 Despite being the busiest time of year for most farmers, safety awareness on the farm in the fall 
is more important than ever. Especially when it comes to combines and harvest equipment, ac-
cording to Dan Neenan, manager of the National Education Center for Agricultural Safety.
While many potential dangers exist in the machinery itself, Neenan says personal safety, especially 
when it comes to fatigue, is the most important area of focus in staying safe during the busy har-
vest season.

 “Make sure you take plenty of breaks while doing the fi eld work,” Neenan says. “Take time for 
meals and to get out of the [combine] cab and walk around for several minutes every hour. Make 
sure to take all of your required medicines every day.”

Other combine safety recommendations include:
 • Always make sure the header mechanism is disengaged before approaching to clear debris 

or unclog it. If in a newer machine that automatically disengages the header when the opera-
tor moves from the driver’s seat, do not tamper with the shutoff mechanism.



Combine Safety Begins With The Operator
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 • Keep two fi re extinguishers around the combine’s cab: “One in 
the cab and one mounted on the opposite side of the operator’s 
station,” Neenan says.

 • Service your combine well ahead of harvest. Doing so lessens the 
chances of breakdowns in the fi eld and the resulting longer hours 
of work, which can lead to fatigue-related accidents.

 • Make sure all safety shields are replaced and secured after 
servicing the combine.

 • Make sure all lighting and markings on the combine are clean and 
visible to motorists. “Farmers need to remember that the more 
visible they are, the faster a motorist can see you, recognize 
you are a driving a slow-moving vehicle and slow down in time,” 
Neenan says. “Motorists need to remember the fall harvest 
time as well, know that farm equipment will be traveling on rural 
roadways and adjust their driving habits accordingly.”

 Neenan says combine manufacturers are taking operator safety into account with new models, 
especially when it comes to making the machines more visible on the roadways.

 “[Manufacturers] are looking at injury patterns and engineering safety for the new products 
they bring to the marketplace,” he says. “They’re not only making more effi cient, but also safer 
machines to operate than earlier models. New machines have better lighting and markings making 
them more visible when on the roadway.”
Source: www.agriculture.com

Do College 
Students Need 
Renters Insurance?
 WHEN YOU’RE packing for college, you 
may be thinking more about clothes, gaming 
consoles or the perfect laptop than insurance. 
Whether you’re heading to a campus dorm, 
renting a house or leasing an off-campus 
apartment, it’s important to protect your 
possessions.

Continued On Page 5
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Do College Students Need Renters Insurance?
Continued From Page 4

 Don’t make the mistake of thinking you’re too 
poor to need coverage. Many students have per-
sonal items – such as electronics, furniture, sporting 
equipment and clothes – worth thousands of dol-
lars. Plus, college parties are prime opportunities 
for trouble, including injuries to a guest or property 
damage to your place.

 What renters insurance covers. A common 
misconception about renting is that the property 
owner is obligated to reimburse you in the event 
of a catastrophe, such as a theft, fi re or storm. As 
empathetic as your landlord may be, his or her insurance never covers you.

 In other words, it’s your problem if something valuable is stolen from your rental, or you return 
to discover your possessions destroyed by a fi re. It’s not a pretty picture – or an affordable one – 
especially for a college student.

Fortunately, renters insurance is a bargain for the 
protections you get in a basic policy:

 • Personal property. Protects the value of your belongings from a covered event anywhere in 
the world, such as damage from a natural disaster, loss or theft. Common exceptions include 
fl ooding and earthquakes.

 • Liability. Protects you against a claim or lawsuit if you accidentally hurt someone, or a visitor 
is injured in your rental.

 • Additional living expenses. Pays for temporary housing and meals if you can’t live in your 
rental while covered damages are repaired.

 How to know whether you need renters insurance at college. Whether college students really 
need renters insurance depends on where they live and the protections extended to them under a 
parent’s policy. If you attend college while living at home, you’re generally covered by your par-
ents’ homeowners or renters insurance.

 If you live in on-campus housing, such as a dorm or a school-owned property, your parents’ 
home or renters insurance typically extends to you if you’re listed as a dependent on their policy. 
However, both types of policies cap off-premises coverage.

Source: US News & World Report
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• View and pay your bills online

• Set up auto pay

• Schedule payments for a
 future date

• Go paperless

• Pay by text or by phone

• Google Pay or Apple Pay

We made it easier to pay your 
bill on the go.

Relax and Pay Your Bill . . . Anytime, Anywhere


