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This year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Not Every Hero Wears a Cape. Plan and
Practice Your Escape!” works to educate everyone about the small but important actions they
can take to keep themselves and those around them safe.
In a typical home fire, you may have as little as one to two minutes to escape safely from the
time the smoke alarm sounds. Escape planning and practice can help you make the most of the
time you have, giving everyone enough time to get out. Plan ahead for your escape. Make your
escape plan and practice today.
In 2017, U.S. fire departments responded to 357,000 home structure fires. These fires caused
2,630 fire deaths and 10,600 fire injuries. On average, seven people died in a fire in a home per
day from 2012 to 2016.

Smoke Alarms

• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke alarms
can mean the difference between life and death in a fire.
• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half.
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate sleeping area,
and on every level of the home, including the basement.
• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button.
• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm and
knows how to respond.

Cooking

• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries. Thanksgiving is the
leading day for fires involving cooking equipment.
• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking.
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food.
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in the home.
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from your stovetop.
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Heating

• Heating equipment is one of the leading causes of home fires during the winter months.
• Space heaters are the type of equipment most often involved in home heating equipment fires.
• All heaters need space. Keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet (1 meter) away from heating
equipment.
• Have a 3-foot (1-meter) “kid-free zone” around open fires and space heaters.
• Purchase and use only portable space heaters listed by a qualified testing laboratory.
• Have a qualified professional install heating equipment.
• Maintain heating equipment and chimneys by having them cleaned and inspected by a qualified
professional at least once a year.
For more information about Fire Prevention Week and home escape planning,
visit www.firepreventionweek.org.

Grain Bin and Auger Safety:
Grain handling in bins can become routine and when a worker is in a hurry an accident can happen.
Sadly, year after year, people who enter grain bins are trapped and engulfed in grain resulting in
suffocation. The number of grain bin fatalities can be greatly reduced if farmers and their workers get
proper training and follow grain bin safety procedures.
Be Aware of Conditions For Entrapments
Entering a grain bin after a portion of the grain has been removed can be a very hazardous situation.
Grain entrapment is often caused by grain that goes out of condition resulting in clumping, cones,
pyramids, bridging and other problems with bin unloading. When this happens people often enter the
bins because the grain is not flowing smoothly through the system. People in bins may also get pulled
under by flowing grain. This grain entrapment may cause suffocation and death.
Use of an Effective Lifeline System
Always use a harness and a properly anchored lifeline when entering a grain bin with a second person
to observe and monitor the worker in the grain bin.
Keep Clear of Operating Augers
Due to the nature of their active moving components and the auger itself, it will always pose a threat
of serious injury.
Lock-Out/Tag-Out
Always lock-out so machinery is turned off while you are working on it and tag-out any
equipment before entering a grain bin. This will signal to others that you are in the bin. It’s highly
recommended that you seek out the information that the Grain Handling Coalition makes available
at www.grainsafety.org.
Source: https://nfu.org/farmsafety/
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Top Tips to Prevent
Combine Fires
Combine fires can cause devastating damage. Take these simple steps to do your part to prevent
them.

Electrical systems:

• Keep wiring and fuses in proper operating condition and position.
• Properly route and insulate all replacement wires.
• Use heat-resistant insulation.

Fuel systems:

• Regularly inspect fuel lines.
• Keep fuel lines in good condition with tight connections.
When refueling, always shut off the engine and let the equipment cool for 15 minutes before
you refuel.
• Never fill the gasoline supply tank near an open flame, while smoking, or with the engine
running.
• Wipe up oil and fuel spills as they occur. This prevents chaff and trash from collecting and
combining to start a fire.

Mechanical operation:

• Use a pressure washer or a compressed air blowgun to thoroughly clean the machine.
• Remove excess crop residue from rotating units.
• Always inspect the machine for a buildup of harvest materials (chaff and leaves) before an
operation.
• Keep your work area clean.
• Check lubricant levels often, and grease fittings regularly. Fix leaking oil, fuel, or hydraulic lines
promptly. Check belts for proper tension and wear to reduce friction.
• Carefully check bearings for excessive heat. Overheated bearings are a major cause of combine
fires.
• Check valve covers for oil leaks that can ignite as oil runs down manifolds.
• Check for cracked or loose exhaust pipes, ports and check the manifold.
• Pay particular attention to the exhaust system, checking for leaks, damage, or an accumulation
of crop residue.
Continued On Page 4
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In the field:

• Put out any fire immediately.
• Always have a fire extinguisher within reach.
• Keep at least one fully charged 10-lb. ABC fire
extinguisher on all equipment. (Or carry two: one
in the cab and one where it can be reached from
the ground.)
• Visually check your extinguishers monthly, looking
for cracks in the hose and inspecting the gauge to
see if the extinguisher is fully charged.
• Have a professional fire extinguisher company
inspect your fire extinguishers annually.
• Carry your cell phone or two-way radio with you
at all times so you can summon help.

If a fire does occur,
CALL 911 FIRST, and then
attempt to extinguish the fire
by pulling the pin on the fire
extinguisher and squeezing
the handles together. Aim
the nozzle at the base of the
fire and sweep from side to

side. Remember P.A.S.S.,
which stands for Pull, Aim,
Squeeze, Sweep.

Source: Margy Fischer, Farm Journal Machinery Editor, and Test Plot Director

School Bus
Safety Tips for Motorists
• Motorists must stop at least 20 feet from a school
bus that is displaying red flashing lights and/or its
stop arm is extended when approaching from the
rear and from the opposite direction on undivided
roads.
• Red flashing lights on buses indicate students are
either entering or exiting the bus.
• Motorists are not required to stop for a bus if
the bus is on the opposite side of a separated
roadway (median, etc.) — but they should remain
alert for children.
• Altering a route or schedule to avoid a bus is oneway motorists can help improve safety. In doing
so, motorists won’t find themselves behind a bus
and as a result, potentially putting children at risk.
• Watch for school crossing patrols and pedestrians.
Reduce speeds in and around school zones.
• Watch and stop for pedestrians — the law
applies to all street corners, for both marked and
unmarked crosswalks (all street corners) — every
corner is a crosswalk.
Source: https://dps.mn.gov/DIVISIONS/OTS/SCHOOL-BUS-SAFETY/Pages/default.aspx
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House of Insurance Earns
Grinnell Mutual Hall
of Fame Award
Each year, Grinnell Mutual gives special
recognition to an agency partner, inducting it
into its Grinnell Mutual Hall of Fame. The 2019
recipient is House of Insurance, with offices in Le
Center and Montgomery, Minnesota.
Agencies are recognized for demonstrating
exceptional performance and partnership with
Grinnell Mutual, and showing how
their legacy is intertwined in the fabric
of Grinnell Mutual through lifetime
achievement. Once an agency is
selected, they are presented with the
award during the President’s Dinner
during Grinnell Mutual’s annual
President’s Club trip.
“Strong relationships are at the core of
any successful agency,” agency principal
Darian Hunt said. “We have been
fortunate to have a fantastic working
relationship with Grinnell Mutual,
whose values align with those of our
employees and clients.” Co-owner Randy
Hunt agreed. “It’s truly a highlight for our agency to be recognized by Grinnell Mutual, with its high
standards and great values,” he said.
“House of Insurance stands out among the great agencies who write business for us,” said Mike
Shepardson, assistant vice president of Agency Sales, Services, and Specialty with Grinnell Mutual.
“Darian and Randy and their agency exemplify what a great partnership can look like. They are
knowledgeable and customer-focused and are active and well-respected in the insurance community.”
House of Insurance also represents Fairmont Farmers Mutual. Paul Stueven, CEO/Treasurer of FFM,
echoes Mike Shepardson’s comments and truly appreciates the strong relationships that have been
built.
• Three out of five home fire deaths result from fires in properties without
working smoke alarms.
• More than one-third (38 percent) of home fire deaths result from fires in
which no smoke alarms are present.
• The risk of dying in a home fire is cut in half in homes
with working smoke alarms.
• Make sure you are testing your smoke detectors and
carbon monoxide detectors monthly, and the batteries
should be replaced at least once per year. The entire
unit should be replaced 10 years from the date of
manufacture.
Source: National Fire Protection Association
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THE FUTURE RESTS
ON THOSE WHO
RARELY DO
Thanks to all our local farmers for their
hard work, passion, and resilience.
We’re proud to support them with the
comprehensive protection they need
to support the world’s tomorrow.

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “A Grinnell Mutual Member” are registered trademarks of Grinnell
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2019.

