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Fire Prevention Week October 3rd - 9th

RECALL
ALERT!

The Consumer Product Safety Commission has
recently issued a recall on several well-known brand
name dehumidifiers due to fire and burn hazards.
Check to see if your model is on the list by visiting
www.cpsc.gov

Is there a beep or a chirp coming out of your smoke or carbon monoxide alarm? What does it all mean?
Knowing the difference can save you, your home, and your family! Make sure everyone in the home
understands the sounds of the smoke and carbon monoxide alarms and knows how to respond.
Learn the sounds of your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms by checking the user guide or
search the brand and model online.

What is your alarm telling you?
SMOKE ALARMS

• A continued set of three loud beeps—beep, beep, beep—means
smoke or fire. Get out, call 9-1-1, and stay out.
• A single “chirp” every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is
low and must be changed.
• All smoke alarms must be replaced after 10 years.
• Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced
means the alarm is at the end of its life and the unit must be
replaced.

CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) ALARMS

• A continuous set of four loud beeps—beep, beep, beep,
beep—means carbon monoxide is present in your home.
Go outside, call 9-1-1 and stay out.
• A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is low
and must be replaced.
• CO alarms also have “end of life” sounds that vary by
manufacturer. This means it’s time to get a new CO alarm.
• Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means
the alarm is at the end of its life and
the unit must be replaced.

Make sure your smoke and
CO alarms meet the needs
of everyone in your home,
including those with sensory
or physical disabilities.
Some tips:
✔ Install a bedside alert
device that responds to
the sound of the smoke
and CO alarms. Use of a
low frequency alarm can
also wake a sleeping
person with mild to
severe hearing loss.
✔ Sleep with your mobility
device, glasses, and
phone close to your bed.
✔ Keep pathways like
hallways lit with
night lights and free
from clutter to make
sure everyone can
get out safely.
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DRY • DUNK • DISPOSE!

Think those oily rags from working on the car or refinishing the deck are harmless? Most people do — and
they are dangerously mistaken. Oil-soaked rags can cause some serious damage if they’re not disposed of
properly. A pile of oily rags thrown together in a corner of the garage or stored in a box can spontaneously
self-ignite. That’s right — the rags can slowly create heat, ignite on their own
and create a fire. The fire can then quickly spread to the surrounding area.
What kind of oils are we talking about?
First, let’s start with the kinds of oils that pose a threat. Think of the types of
do-it-yourself projects you might tackle at home: changing the oil in your car,
using oil-based paint primers on cabinets, staining furniture or refinishing your
backyard deck. While all oil-soaked rags are a fire hazard, there are certain
types of oils, like linseed oil, are more likely to self-ignite. Also, the rags you
use to clean up spills and wipe off tools with should be disposed of properly.
Common combustible oils:
• Linseed oil and other drying oils
• Wood stain
• Alkyd enamel resins (a common binder in oil-based coatings)
• Motor fuels and lubricants
• Oil-based products such as primer, sealer, paint, white-pigmented
shellac, paint thinner, turpentine, mineral spirits and denatured alcohol
It happens more than you know:
According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), an average of 900 home fires per year are
started when oily rags catch fire. Also, an average of 1,700 home fires are caused by instances of
spontaneous combustion or chemical reactions.
The steps to prevent fires from oil-soaked rags:
If you remember anything from reading this article, let it be these three words: dry, dunk, dispose. Any time
you’ve finished with a rag that was used to apply or clean up chemicals or oils, use the dry, dunk, dispose
method to discard of them safely. Having a UL safety certified, oily waste container on hand also reduces the
fire hazard.
DRY
Lay the rags out individually on the driveway, garage floor or sidewalk or hang them out to dry. Provide at
least a half of a foot of space between each one. If you’re indoors, make sure there’s proper ventilation. Let
the oils dry out. This helps the heat and energy release into the air.
DUNK
Once dry, get them wet again, this time with water. Dunk each rag individually in a container of water. This
could be an empty coffee can, empty paint can or bucket of water. You can also flood them with the garden
hose or drench them in a utility sink.
DISPOSE
If you used an old coffee or paint can to dunk the rag, discard the oily water. Refill it with clean water,
submerge the rag inside and close the top. If you don’t have an old can, fill a resealable bag with water,
submerge the rag inside and seal the bag. Then, contact your local garbage facility to find the nearest
hazardous waste disposal drop off.
Source: https://www.ul.com/news/dry-dunk-dispose-safely-treat-oil-soaked-rags
3

During harvest, there is a huge amount
of work to be done within a very short
period of time, especially this year with
the delayed start due to wet conditions.
Because of this urgency, you may be
tempted to take short cuts. However,
a few extra minutes can make a big
difference and help prevent
unnecessary accidents.

Equipment Safety

Whether on the field or off, equipment can
present many hazards to farmers during harvest
if proper precautions aren’t taken.
•Turn equipment completely off before making
repairs or adjustments.
•Don’t wear baggy clothing or jewelry near
moving equipment.
•Never leave running equipment unattended.
•Always use safety glasses and noise protection
around equipment.
•Take the time to tie down your cargo loads to make sure nothing falls off.
•Clean dirty headlights and tail lights before taking equipment on the road at night. Make it
easier for other drivers to see you by using equipment flashers at night.
•Drive at speeds that ensure you maintain control of the equipment at all times.

Refueling Safety

Refueling is a task that feels so routine, it’s easy to forget about some of the dangers. Below
are basic safety measures to take each time you’re at the pump.
•Don’t multitask — refueling is not the time to complete other chores or tasks.
•Stay close to the tank so you can act quickly if something goes awry.
•Avoid smoking and other open flames while refueling.
•Don’t overfill the fuel tank — 95 percent full is a good rule of thumb for all vehicle and container types.
•Turn off the engine completely and, if there’s a chance the equipment could roll, chock the
wheels.
•Clean up any spills immediately.

Personal Safety

In addition to equipment and refueling safety, there are some steps you should take to ensure your own personal safety during the busy season.
•Take several breaks throughout the day to keep yourself alert.
•Get enough sleep — fatigue can easily lead to loss of focus.
•Avoid driving or operating complex machinery during the last couple hours of the work
day, which is when you’re most vulnerable.
Source: https://www.cenex.com/about/cenex-information/cenexperts-blog-page/
safety-tips/harvest-safety-checklist
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As summer draws to a close and children start heading back to school, family life can get pretty hectic. It’s important to
remember – and share with your children – some key tips that will help keep them safe and healthy throughout the school year.

Transportation Safety

Whether children walk, ride their bicycle or take the bus to school, it is extremely important that they take proper safety
precautions. Here are some tips to make sure your child safely travels to school:

Walkers

Review your family’s walking safety rules and practice walking to school with your child.
• Walk on the sidewalk, if one is available; when on a street with no sidewalk, walk facing the traffic
• Before you cross the street, stop and look left, right and left again to see if cars are coming
• Make eye contact with drivers before crossing and always cross streets at crosswalks or intersections
• Stay alert and avoid distracted walking

Bike Riders

Teach your child the rules of the road and practice riding the bike route to school with your child.
• Ride on the right side of the road, with traffic, and in a single file
• Come to a complete stop before crossing the street; walk bikes across the street
• Stay alert and avoid distracted riding
• Make sure your child always wears a properly fitted helmet and bright clothing

Bus Riders

Teach your children school bus safety rules and practice with them.
• Go to the bus stop with your child to teach them the proper way to get on and off the bus
• Teach your children to stand 6 feet (or three giant steps) away from the curb
• If your child must cross the street in front of the bus, teach him or her to walk on the side of the road until they are 10 feet
ahead of the bus; your child and the bus driver should always be able to see each other

Driving Your Child to School

•
•
•
•

Stay alert and avoid distracted driving.
Obey school zone speed limits and follow your school’s drop-off procedure
Make eye contact with children who are crossing the street
Never pass a bus loading or unloading children
The area 10 feet around a school bus is the most dangerous for children; stop far enough back to allow them to safely
enter and exit the bus

Teen Drivers

Car crashes are the No. 1 cause of death for teens. Fortunately, there is something we can do.
• Teens crash because they are inexperienced; practice with new drivers every week, before and after they get their license
• Set a good example; drive the way you want your teen to drive
• Sign the New Driver Deal, an agreement that helps define expectations for parents and teens
(https://www.nsc.org/driveithome/new-driver-deal)

School Safety

Many School-related injuries are completely preventable. Follow these steps to ensure your child’s safety at school.

Backpacks

Choose a backpack for your child carefully; it should have ergonomically designed features to enhance safety and comfort.
• Ask your children to use both straps when wearing their backpack to evenly distribute the weight on their shoulders
• Don’t overstuff a backpack; it should weigh no more than 5% to 10% of your child’s body weight
• Rolling backpacks should be used cautiously since they can create a trip hazard in crowded school hallways

Playgrounds and Sports

• To reduce strangulation hazards on playgrounds, have your child leave necklaces and jackets with drawstrings at home
• A few bumps and bruises can be expected when your child plays sports, but head injuries should never be ignored
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YOUR CHERISHED POSSESSIONS
OUR COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE
Protect the things that matter and
save by bundling your home and auto
insurance. Whatever the future brings,
no matter where you are, we’ve got you
covered.
Trust in Tomorrow.®

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “A Grinnell Mutual Member” are registered trademarks of Grinnell
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.
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