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As you enjoy the holiday season, consider these tips to help make your
holidays safe and healthy for you and your family:

• Put the brakes on holiday drinking and driving. Offer a variety of beverages, including non-alcoholic ones, at
holiday parties. If you serve alcohol, be prepared to arrange transportation for your guests.
• Put toy safety at the top of your shopping list. Toys for infants and children under three should be free of small
removable parts that can be swallowed or fit into the mouth, ears or nose. Look for age guidelines on the toy or
its package.
• Use caution whenever you are on a ladder hanging decorations. Select the correct ladder for the job and always
place your ladder on level, firm ground.
• Put out holiday fires before they start. To prevent them:
o Throw away any lights with cracked or frayed cords. Read product instructions regarding the maximum number of cords that can be plugged into a single outlet.
o Keep portable heaters at least three feet away from furniture, bedding, walls, clothing and other flammable
items.
o Place candles in non-tip holders on a sturdy surface away from curtains, trees, or other decorations that may
catch fire easily. Don’t leave candles burning unattended, and keep them out of the reach of small children
and pets.
o If you decorate a tree, choose a fresh-cut Christmas tree that’s not shedding its needles. Place the tree in a
large, deep non-tip stand, well away from fireplaces, heaters and doors. Be sure to water the tree frequently
and remove it promptly if it becomes dry. If your tree is artificial, make sure it’s fire resistant.
• Before you hang stockings by the chimney, have the chimney inspected. When you cozy up by the fire, always use
a fire screen and only burn material appropriate for fireplaces.
• Make holiday meals safe. Thoroughly wash hands, utensils, sinks, countertops or anything else that comes in
contact with raw poultry. Closely follow cooking instructions on the product label. Refrigerate or freeze leftovers
in covered shallow containers within two hours after cooking.
• Start your shopping early so you don’t have to rush through packed stores and parking lots. Hurrying and high
stress can increase the possibility of injury. Plan ahead and take time to relax.
Source: Minnesota Safety Council

HOME HEATING SAFETY TIPS
Death and injury can be reduced with proper understanding and safe use of heating equipment.
Safety should be your first consideration when heating your home. Remember these safety guidelines and tips:

PORTABLE AND SPACE HEATERS
• Portable heaters come in many shapes and sizes and use a variety of fuels or power sources. When buying or
using a space or portable heater, make sure it carries a UL or FM label and is approved for your intended use.
• Place heating devices three feet away from combustibles, including paper, drapery, bedding and clothing.
• Space heaters need constant watching. Turn them off when you leave home and before bedtime.
• Drying mittens or other combustibles over a space or portable heater is a fire danger.
• Make sure all cords are in good shape and checked for any frays/breaks in the insulation surrounding the wires.
• Check the cord and outlet for overheating. If it feels hot, turn it off.
LIQUID-FUELED AND GAS-BURNING HEATERS
• Any heating appliance with an open flame needs to be vented to outside to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning.
• When using these types of heating devices, follow manufacturers’ instructions and recommendations.
• Cool units before refueling; this should take place outside of the structure. Fuel must be stored in a container
approved by the fire department and clearly marked with the fuel name.
WOOD STOVES
• Follow manufacturers’ recommendations for proper installation, use and maintenance.
• Maintain clearances around stoves, flue pipes, and floors according to manufacturers’ recommendations.
• Check all connections at the beginning of the heating season.
• If you have questions about fire protection devices, contact your local fire department.
FIREPLACES AND WOOD BURNING STOVES
Preventive:
• Chimneys need to be inspected by a professional sweep prior Heat alarms sense when temperatures in a
to the start of each heating season and periodically throughout space reach a fixed point indicating a fire. They
the year
are not meant to replace smoke alarms. They
• Have chimneys cleaned if there is a buildup of creosote. Creo- will notify of a fire in rooms that cannot have
sote is a chemical substance that forms when wood burns and smoke alarms, such as laundry rooms, garages,
builds up on the chimney wall; it is highly combustible.
or attics (these rooms tend to have dust and
Active:
particles in the air that cause smoke alarms to
• Fireplace screens should be firmly in place when you burn fires. set off false alarms). There are different types
• Burn only clean, well-seasoned, dry firewood in the fireplace.
of heat alarms, so be sure to get one that suits
• Make sure home smoke detectors are installed and working.
your particular situation. They can be found online and at most hardware stores.
Source: hsem.dps.mn.gov

HEAT ALARMS
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LOSS CONTROL BULLETIN
Cutting & Welding
Within Hog Confinements
Although efforts should be made to avoid cutting/welding within hog confinements due to the presence of fuel for fire and explosions, it is sometimes difficult to avoid performing such work when repair maintenance on metal crates, gates and feeders is
required. Confinement buildings present numerous severe exposures to fire attributed to combustible bedding, wooden pens
and partitions, building structural members, and on occasion, building insulation. Explosions are also a severe hazard within
these buildings, due to combustible dust in suspension (feed dust, dust from bedding and hog dander, etc.) and flammable gases
(LP gas, methane gas, hydrogen sulfide, etc.).
When avoidance of cutting and welding is not possible, the best option is likely to be hiring an outside contractor experienced in
performing this type of work in this type of environment. Certificates of General Liability and Workers Compensation insurance
should be obtained when hiring outside contractors for any work on the farm.
If the above option is not feasible and the cutting/welding has to be performed by the property owner or his/her staff member,
safety procedures should be implemented regardless of the time spent performing this work. A misconception sometimes exists
that safety controls are not needed if the work will only take a few minutes. However, an unexpected flash fire or explosion can
occur in an instant!

Common combustible oils:

• Pit fans and ventilation fans should be turned on a minimum of 30 minutes prior to beginning maintenance work.
o This will help remove flammable vapors near the top of the pit and methane gas which is lighter than air. Fans will draw
in fresh air to dilute the flammable vapors below the explosive range for the gases.
• Establish a fire watch:
o An attendant or spotter should be assigned to exclusively observe the cutting/welding or grinding operations.
o A minimum of a 10-pound ABC fire extinguisher should be located in the immediate area of the individual. The extinguisher may eliminate a fire, should a spark from operations ignite combustible materials or flammable gases. The welder may not be aware of a spark traveling several feet out of his/her line of vision. The fire attendant/spotter could be that
second set of eyes to detect and extinguish a small fire should it occur.
o The attendant/spotter should remain in place a minimum of 30 minutes after the cutting/welding or spark producing
work is completed. This will allow the individual to extinguish a small fire should it occur after the welder has left the area.
• Fire extinguishers used by attendants/spotters should be located within a breakroom, office or room separated from the
livestock area to insure that the corrosive environment within the livestock area does not damage the extinguisher and result
in it malfunctioning in the event of an emergency.
• If welding/cutting needs to be performed near combustible materials, a fire blanket, sheet metal or some other noncombustible material should be placed between the material being cut/welded and the surrounding combustible materials. This
should help to reduce the probability of ignition of combustible materials in the area.
• Every effort should be made to avoid performing cutting/welding above an open pit. If unavoidable, an experienced contractor should be hired to perform hot work above the open pit. As indicated above, Certificates of General Liability and
Workers Compensation insurance should be obtained when hiring outside contractors for any work on the farm.
• Avoid using water to extinguish a fire near a full or nearly full pit. The water may cause the pit to overflow and allow pit manure and flammable gases to spread the fire into other areas of the building.

Planning for safety, following the above suggestions, may be key to preventing severe injuries to personnel,
loss of livestock or loss of property due to a fire or explosion.
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Scholarships
2022 MAFMIC
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

In the year 2000, an educational scholarship
fund was established by the Board of Directors
of the Minnesota Association of Farm Mutual Insurance Companies (MAFMIC). There will
be an additional Jim Barta Memorial Scholarship awarded to one graduating senior as
well. These scholarship funds are available to
Minnesota high school graduating seniors who
qualify, according to an established set of eligibility guidelines, which are listed on the back
of the application. You can find a copy of the
application on our website: www.fairmontfarmersmutual.net. You can also contact your
agent or Fairmont Farmers Mutual to obtain a
copy.
If you have a high school senior, be sure to
get your copy of the 2022 application and
eligibility guidelines now. These applications
should be sent to theMAFMIC Scholarship
Selection Committee and must be postmarked
by March 18, 2022, to qualify.

GRINNELL MUTUAL’S ROAD TO
SUCCESS SCHOLARSHIP

Another scholarship to check into is Grinnell Mutual’s
Road To Success Scholarship Program. This program
rewards high school seniors for excelling both in the classroom and on the roadways. For more information about
this scholarship, please go to the Grinnell Mutual public
website, www.grinnellmutual.com, to view/print the
Road to Success Scholarship handout and application
form. All applications must be submitted online to
Grinnell Mutual by March 15, 2022. If you have questions, please email roadtosuccess@grinnellmutual.com.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
RISING CONSTRUCTION COSTS AND
BUILDING COVERAGE LIMITS

To Our Valued Policyholders:
If your building is damaged or destroyed, do you have enough coverage to rebuild?

Rising construction costs could mean that your building coverage limits are not adequate in the event of a
covered loss. There are many factors that can affect the costs of construction — low interest rates, material or
labor shortages, extreme weather, and worldwide events like the pandemic. If you suffer a loss, a policy that
provided adequate coverage a year ago may not be enough to rebuild now.
It’s up to you to determine whether your policy’s coverage limits are appropriate for your needs, but don’t forget your agent can be a valuable resource, and has access to tools that can help you calculate the replacement
cost of your buildings. All changes are subject to company underwriting and approval.
We are committed to offering great coverage at a fair price and helping you in the event of a covered loss. For
more information about your coverage limits, or if you have any questions about your policy, please contact
your agent.

Sandra Steuer, HR/Administrative Assistant,
successfully completed her Human Resources
Management graduate certificate in August.
This was a 9-month program through Saint
Mary’s University of Minnesota focused on
HR Management Strategy, Employment Law,
Compensation & Benefits, and Negotiating &
Consulting. Congrats to Sandra!

At the 2021 Annual NAMIC convention, our very own
CEO/Treasurer, Paul Stueven, was awarded the NAMIC Mutual Director Certification, and our Operations
Manager, Ben Jacobs, was awarded the NAMIC Professional Farm Mutual Manager Certification. What
great accomplishments!
5

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
From your local Fairmont insurance carrier.
We’ve got nearly 133 years of past experience with
helping protect your future.
All of us at Fairmont Farmers Mutual wish you light
and love in the new year.
Trust in Tomorrow.®

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “A Grinnell Mutual Member” are registered trademarks of
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.
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