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Sharing the Road with
Farm Equipment
The weather is warming and this is the time of year when
farmers return to the fields to plant crops, which sometimes
requires driving some large farm equipment on public roads.
In order to promote safer driving practices on rural roads, the following is some advice to follow:
Recognize the slow-moving vehicle emblem and brake immediately. When you see the slowmoving vehicle (SMV) emblem, you should immediately slow down. SMV emblems must be visible
at least 500 feet away from the vehicle, but because it may be difficult for you to judge the speed
at which you are closing in on a vehicle, you should slow down immediately. Think of the slowmoving vehicle emblem as a warning to adjust your speed.
Be Patient. A farmer understands that your trip is being delayed, so he or she will pull off the
road at the first available safe location to allow you to pass. Don’t assume that the farmer can
move aside to let you pass. Shoulders may be soft, wet or steep, and this can cause the farm vehicle to tip. Or the shoulders may not be able to support a heavy farm vehicle.
Yield to wide vehicles. Some farm equipment may be wider than the lane of travel. If you approach a piece of wide farm equipment traveling in the opposite direction and you cannot pass
safely, stop. Then pull off the road or safely turn around or back up to a location that will allow the
equipment to pass you.
Don’t assume that the farmer knows you’re there. Most operators of farm equipment will regularly check to see if there is traffic behind them. However, the farmer must spend most of the time
looking ahead to keep the equipment safely on the road, and to watch for oncoming traffic. Also,
most farm equipment is very loud, and the farmer will probably not be able to hear your vehicle.
Therefore, do not assume that the farmer knows where your vehicle is located. Before you attempt
to pass, use your car’s horn to signal to the farmer that you are there.
Pass with caution. If a farmer has pulled off the road to allow you to pass, or if the farmer cannot
pull off the road and you feel you must pass, do so with caution.
• Be watchful of vehicles behind you that may also try to pass.
• If you must enter the oncoming lane of traffic, do not pass unless you can see clearly ahead
of both you and the vehicle you will pass.
• If there are any curves or hills ahead that may block your view or the view of oncoming vehicles, do not pass.
• Do not pass if you are in a designated “No Passing Zone” or within 100 feet of any intersection, railroad grade crossing, bridge, elevated structure or tunnel.
• Do not assume that a farm vehicle that pulls to the right side of the road is going to turn
right or is letting you pass. Due to the size of some farm implements, the farmer must execute wide left-hand turns. If you are unsure, check the operator’s hand signals and check
the left side of the road for gates, driveways or any place a farm vehicle might turn.

Loss Control Surveys
What does Fairmont Farmers Mutual’s Loss Control Survey mean to you?
Fairmont Farmers Mutual conducts loss control surveys on all insured property, every three to
seven years, depending on the property insured. The goal of this loss control survey is to prevent
losses which can cause a disruption in your life and also increase costs to all policyholders. As the
saying goes…an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.
Not all losses can be prevented and that brings us to the second reason for the loss control survey.
Upon completion of the process, your agent is provided a report showing the estimated replacement cost for each structure and the highest class of coverage it qualifies for. In addition, any new
risks are identified. It is important to not only have the proper perils covered, it is also very important to have your property insured to a value that will allow for repair or replacement should it be
damaged.
A postcard, like the one shown, is sent to the mailing address on the policy. These postcards are
sent out two to six weeks prior to the estimated time of us being at your property. As indicated on
the card, you are welcome to be present at the loss control survey, but it is not necessary. We will
not enter any of the buildings without you or your representative present.
There are times when we will need access to structures. For these situations, we will work with you
to set up a time to complete the survey. A few examples of this would be if you have an indoor
solid fuel burning device or are requesting suffocation coverage on your livestock.
Your safety and the protection of your property are the reasons we have this program in place.
That is why our company motto is “Working together we protect our own.”

STOPPING IN SOON...
Ben Jacobs

Making sure your family is protected and reducing your losses is
important – that is why a member of the Fairmont Farmers Mutual
Loss Control team will visit your home or farm in the near future to
conduct a safety and property survey.

Brian Slama

The visit will include taking photos, checking building dimensions
and gathering other pertinent information regarding your insurance
policy. We will be happy to answer any of your questions about our
loss control process.

Dave Nawrocki

Trevor Meister

Tyler Koskovich

Don Waletich
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Tornado and Severe Weather Insurance Checklist
Homeowners, renters and business and vehicle owners can find themselves in a financially challenging situation following a spring storm if they haven’t checked their insurance coverage carefully.
It’s that time of year, again. Severe thunderstorms, damaging winds, large hail and tornadoes are
currently in the forecast for large portions of the United States. Tornadoes can strike in any season,
but occur most often in the spring and summer months.
Damage caused by tornadoes is covered under standard homeowners’ and business insurance policies, and under the optional comprehensive portion of an auto insurance policy, according to the
Insurance Information Institute.
Make sure you are prepared for severe spring weather, including tornadoes, with this home and
auto insurance coverage checklist:
1.

Verify your home is insured for its current value.
The biggest risk you may face if your home suffers major damage during a severe storm or
tornado is being underinsured. With changing costs of construction materials and labor, home
insurance reconstruction costs have increased over the years.
Some policies include guaranteed replacement cost, but the limit may be capped. Inquire about
policy endorsements available to you to guarantee you are fully covered in a major loss.

2.

Find out what kind of home insurance policy you have.
Do you have an open perils policy to ensure the maximum protection for your home and personal property?

3.

Understand the claims process before you have to make a claim.
Find out what the basis of claims payment will be. Do you have Replacement Cost or Actual
Cash Value (ACV)?

4.

Does your policy have any special limits or policy features?
You may want to purchase additional protection for valuable items, such as jewelry or collections.

5.

Prepare an inventory of the contents in your home, including contents in additional
structures like tool or garden sheds.
Take video while you walk around your property or take photos and store these in a safe place,
ideally with copies off-site or in the possession of someone you can trust.

6.

Find out what your limit is for Additional Living Expenses (ALE) and how you can expect the coverage to work.
During a devastating loss, like damage to your home from a major windstorm or tornado, you
may not be able to live in your home while repairs are done in the area, or to your property.
This coverage will be vital in major losses. Homeowners who have a mortgage will still be expected to pay that loan back while the home is being rebuilt.
Additional living expenses cover the increased cost of living due to the displacement, and this
includes that extra rent you will have to pay for your temporary home or the higher costs of
food if you have to eat out because you don’t have a kitchen to make your meals in for a while.
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Tornado and Severe Weather Insurance Checklist
Continued From Page 3

8.

Ask if you have coverage for a rental car if your car needs repairs.
It’s nice to have insurance coverage that replaces or repairs the vehicle, but the time you
spend without a car while you wait to get your vehicle back can be challenging. If you need
your car during that time, it could cost you a lot of money to rent one. Coverage for a rental
loaner, while your car is repaired, is not expensive to add to your policy.

9.

If you have a vehicle in “storage” make sure you haven’t forgotten about coverage
(or deleted coverage) while it’s in storage.
Liability coverage will not protect your car from physical damage that often occurs during
storms and tornadoes.

10. If you sustain storm damage, contact your insurer as soon as possible and start the
claims filing process.
After tornadoes and other disasters, insurance companies will reach out to those with the
worst losses first.
11. Do you have flood insurance?
The risk of flood is substantial and it’s constantly and rapidly changing. Currently, only about
6% of the U.S. population is insured for the perils of flood.
Choosing flood insurance used to be a relatively simple decision. Property owners had two options:
no insurance or one-size-fits-all, government-issued insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).
Now, there are more choices. Private flood insurance is growing more robust, bringing new and
relevant options that were never available before, such as coverage for additional living expenses,
enhanced basement coverage and increased limits for various risk classes.

Do You Have
Unclaimed Property?
Did you know there are billions of dollars in unclaimed
property in North America? Fairmont Farmers Mutual has
approximately $160,000 in uncashed checks that have
been issued to our insureds.
When a check has not been cashed within 3 months, Fairmont Farmers Mutual will mail a letter to the insured notifying them of the outstanding check and request information be completed and returned to us. A follow-up letter
will be sent if we have not received the completed form
within 30 days.
If you have received one of these letters, you have a few
options. Please either complete the form and return as
soon as possible, cash the check, or call us with any questions or concerns you may have. If there
has not been communication from the insured after 3 years from date of check issuance, the funds
will be sent to the Minnesota Department of Commerce per state statute. The individual will then
need to contact the State of Minnesota to claim these funds. If you think you may have unclaimed
property, visit www.missingmoney.com to conduct a search and file a claim.
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Weathering the Storm - Steps To Follow After A Loss
A large storm can cause damage to your home in mere minutes. But that’s why we are here — to help
you get your life back to normal.
The information in this article will help you navigate the process of having your home repaired, and
assist you in making smart consumer choices.
Prevent further damage and report your claim
First, you want to limit the amount of damage to your home. Board up any holes and cover damaged
windows to avoid further damage to the interior.
Your next step is to report your claim to your insurance agent. Your mutual insurance company can
send an adjuster to assess the damages and arrive at a settlement amount for your home repairs.
Be sure to check with your agent about the specifics of your insurance policy. You should know whether
the policy pays for the actual cash value of the damage or provides replacement cost, and if there are
any endorsements that may limit or broaden standard coverages.
Talk to your agent prior to getting estimates for repairs, so you will have a better idea of what portion
you will need to pay.
Don’t assume that your insurance coverages are the same as your neighbors. Many factors can affect
the amount of loss to your home. Discuss any questions you may have with your insurance adjuster.
Have the damage repaired by a trusted local contractor
Be wary of contractors that swoop into damaged areas and offer a quick, cheap fix to the problem. You
often get what you pay for.
Hire a respected local contractor. That way, if any problems arise, you can contact the local company
directly to resolve the issue.
It is a good idea to get several estimates from local contractors. Find out if they will
be doing the work personally or hiring it out to others. Get references from each and check them.
Make sure to get specific estimates showing material and labor costs. Watch for any additional costs.
Never pay your contractor before the work is completed and insist that a certificate of liability and
workers’ compensation insurance is supplied. This will cover any damages or injuries due to accidents
or errors.
Making wise decisions about home repair
Having storm damage to your home is stressful enough. Here are some tips to avoid any bumps in the
road to recovery.
• Protect your home from further damage as soon as possible
• Know your home insurance policy coverages, or ask your agent for details
• Get estimates from several local contractors
• Get references and check them
• Hire a trusted local contractor to make repairs
• Find out if your contractor will be doing the work, or hiring sub-contractors. If so, are these
experienced, trusted workers?
• Require a certificate of insurance
• Be specific on the repairs needed
• Do not pay in advance for repair work
• Never let a contractor you do not know and trust climb on your roof
to “inspect for hail damage.” To make it appear as if caused by hail,
some storm chasers intentionally damage the roof when they think
no one is looking.
• Under NO circumstances can a property owner avoid paying
their deductible. Any contractor that suggests otherwise to a property owner is
committing insurance fraud.
• You can choose to work with any contractor you like.
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