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NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL MEETING!

FAIRMONT FARMERS 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

  You are hereby notified that the 131st Annual Meeting of the 
Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company will be held:

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2020
10:00 A.M.

Knights of Columbus Hall ~ 920 East 10th Street
Fairmont, Minnesota

For the purpose of hearing reports, the election of directors for terms of 
three (3) years, proposing a By-law change and to conduct any busi-
ness that may properly come before said meeting.
 The restatement of the By-laws will be an order of business to come 
before the meeting. There is one amendment that is included in the 
restatement of the By-laws to be voted upon at this meeting. Section 4, 
Subdivision 3 will be updated with the wording shown in bold below:

SUBDIVISION 3. Members seeking nominations for election to the 
Board of Directors shall submit their names in writing to the Secretary 
at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the Annual Meeting or any special meeting called for 
that purpose. Members nominated by the nomination committee of the Board of Directors are ex-
empt from the filing requirements of this subdivision.

SUBDIVISION 3. Individuals seeking nominations for election to the Board of Direc-
tors shall submit their names in writing to the Secretary at least ninety (90) days prior 
to the date of the Annual Meeting or any special meeting called for that purpose. Upon 
receipt of the nominations(s), the Personnel and Nominating Committee will review the 
application(s) and make recommendation(s) to the full Board of Directors for approval 
prior to being presented to the members for election. Individuals nominated by the Per-
sonnel and Nominating Committee of the Board of Directors are exempt from the filing 
requirements of this subdivision.

The three-year terms of the following directors expire at this meeting:
John Schmidt, Hanska, Minnesota
Brian Steen, Sherburn, Minnesota 

 In accordance with the By-l aws of Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company, nominations for 
director must be filed with the Secretary at the home office at Fairmont, MN in writing at least 15 
days prior to the April 14th Annual Meeting. 
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 A member may cast his or her vote in person or through proxy. The Secretary has made Proxies 
available at the Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company home office located at 118 Down-
town Plaza, Fairmont, Minnesota. Proxies must be filed with the Secretary a minimum of five (5) 
working days prior to the meeting. The Proxies will automatically terminate at the conclusion of the 
meeting for which authorized.

 Coffee and cookies will be served.

Notice Of Annual Meeting
Continued From Page 1

John Schmidt
Secretary

Congratulations on your retirement!
 We would like to congratulate Marlene Stueven, Administrative 
Assistant, on her retirement in January. Marlene was with Fairmont 
Farmers for 16½ years and was a very important asset to our team. 
Things will not be the same without her, but we wish her all the best 
on the next chapter of her life!

Prevent roof collapses from snow and ice
 • Winter storms in Minnesota and other sections of the 

upper Midwest can dump large amounts of snow and ice 
on agricultural building roofs which can lead to a roof 
collapse.

 • The amount of snow or ice that is unsafe depends on 
the building design. 

 • In most cases, agricultural buildings will have an exces-
sive snow load if there are more than four to six feet of 
snow on the roof.

 • Building owners can do several things to reduce the 
chances of a roof collapse.

Preventative measures
Build a structure to withstand snow loads
 One preventive measure is to build a structure that is 
properly designed and constructed to meet or exceed expected snow loads from winter storms.
 • Buildings can be designed based on the amount of snow expected from storms once in 25, 50 

or more years.
 • The roof snow load for residential buildings in Minnesota is set by state statutes and is 42 

pounds per square foot (psf) in northern Minnesota and 35 psf in southern Minnesota.
 Some people combine the snow load with the building dead load (i.e., weight of the roofing and 
trusses). Be clear when talking with your building designer.

Plant snow fences or tree shelterbelts
 Effective snow fences or tree shelterbelts upwind of farmsteads and agricultural buildings can 
help you avoid excessive snow on building roofs.
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 Proper snow fence design and location is important for protecting a building or farmstead. Some 
building roofs have failed in the past because the buildings were located too close to shelterbelts 
or windbreaks, which resulted in large snow drifts on top of these buildings.
 Generally 125 feet is considered a minimum distance from a tree shelter belt. Remember that, 
when placing a 50 percent solid snow fence or tree windbreak, snow will be deposited downwind 
a distance of up to 10 times the shelter belt or snow fence height.
 • An 85 percent solid fence deposits the snow within a distance of about four times the fence 

height.
 • Porous snow fences distribute the snow more evenly and give better protection downwind than 

a solid fence.
 Leaving an area for snow to accumulate is very important when locating a machine shed or live-
stock building downwind from a shelterbelt. If the building is too close, it will be within this snow 
drop area. If too far from the windbreak, it will be outside of the wind “protection” zone.  

What could increase snow build up on a roof?
 • Roof pitch: snow will not easily slide off flatter roofs (3/12 

pitch or less)
 • Drifting: wind blowing snow around other buildings, trees 

and roof structures (ex. cupolas) can create huge snow drifts 
and uneven or unbalanced snow loads of a roof

 • Roofs on other lower buildings or “lean tos” that “receive” 
snow or ice sliding off another roof above it

 • Shingled or roof decks do not shed snow and ice as easily as 
metal roofs

 • Roof valleys or roof areas that collect a lot of snow

What can you do if your building has deep snow on it?
Get the deepest snow off as soon as possible 
 Generally, you will have some time between a large snowfall event and possible structural failure.
Check for danger signs
 Before beginning to remove snow or enter a building with excessive snow on the roof, look for 
signs of building damage and the beginning of failure.
 • Look at the sidewalls to see if there are any bulges or indications that knee braces have failed.
 • Look at the roof line to see if it is still straight.
 • When entering a building with excessive snow, look at the ceiling, open trusses and walls for 

indications of damage or failure.
 • If there are indications of building damage or failure, do not climb onto the roof or enter the 

building while the snow is on the roof.

Snow removal methods
 • Hire a professional if possible.
 • Get up on the roof and shovel off the snow. There is a danger of falling off the roof when work-

ing on a snow-covered and icy roof. Use ladders, safety ropes and take necessary precautions.
 • Use snow rakes or specialty tools that can be used from the ground or from portable scaffolding. 
 • Use extreme caution when working near overhead electrical power lines.
 • Avoid excessive scraping on the roof or trying to chip off the ice. These practices can 
  damage the roof and lead to a leaky roof.
 • If the weather is not too cold, hot water or some other heat source can be used to melt snow 

and ice.

Prevent roof collapses from snow and ice
Continued From Page 2

it?
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 • Warm the inside of the building sufficiently with large heaters to melt the ice layer and then 
wait for the snow and ice to slide off. 

 • A lot of heat is necessary for even a moderately-sized building, and the building must be 
an open-trussed structure (no flat ceiling) and have an uninsulated metal roof.

 • Be careful to prevent large chunks of ice and snow that slide off the roof from falling on 
people, animals or equipment.

 • Do not put heaters in an attic of buildings with flat ceilings because of the fire and carbon 
monoxide danger and you could create ice dams along the building’s eaves.

 It is difficult to say how much snow or ice is safe because it depends on the building design and 
the snow or ice weight. In most cases, agricultural buildings will have an excessive snow load if 
there are more than four to six feet of snow on the roof.
 Excessive snow and ice followed with cold temperatures can create excessive snow loads. You 
should monitor the snow load situation on your agricultural buildings and take appropriate action. 
Check high risk areas and, if you need to remove snow, please be extremely careful.

Prevent roof collapses from snow and ice
Continued From Page 3

How often should I review my insurance policy?
 There are four events that should trigger a review of your policy:
  1. When your policy comes up for renewal. Don’t just automati-
cally send a check to your insurance company. Take the time to 
review your coverage and call your agent with any questions 
or concerns that you may have regarding your homeowners 
insurance.
Ask yourself the following questions:
 • Has the company made any changes in coverage since last year?
 • Should I raise the deductible to save money?
 • Am I taking advantage of all available discounts?
 • Do I need to raise the amount of coverage for liability, personal possessions or the structure?
 •  Do I need flood, earthquake or an umbrella policy?
  2. When you’ve made major purchases or improvements to your home. If you have made any 
major purchases, make sure that you have the proper coverage. And, don’t forget about gifts. If you 
have received a diamond engagement ring or if a member of your family has bought you expensive 
artwork or a computer, talk to your agent about either increasing the amount of insurance you have 
for your personal possessions or purchasing a floater/endorsement for these items. A floater will give 
you higher and broader coverage for these items than you have under your homeowners policy.
 If you have made major improvements to your home, such as adding a new room, enclosing a porch 
or expanding a kitchen or bathroom, you risk being underinsured if you don’t report the increase in 
square footage to your insurance company. Don’t forget about new structures outside of your home. If 
you have built a gazebo, a new shed for your tools or installed a pool or hot tub, you need to speak to 
your agent. Keep receipts and records in case you need to forward copies to your company.
  3. When you’ve made your home safer. If you have installed a state-of-the art fire/burglar alarm 
system or upgraded your heating, plumbing or electrical system, make sure that your insurance com-
pany knows about these improvements. You may qualify for a discount.
  4. When you experience major lifestyle changes. Marriage, divorce, or adult children who move 
back into the family home, can all affect your homeowners insurance. When people move in or move 
out, they take their belongings with them. And you may need additional coverage if there is a sizable 
increase in the value of the belongings in your home.

Source: www.iii.org
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 Home fires are the most common disaster that the American Red 
Cross responds to – and also the most preventable. 
 • The best way to protect your pets from the effects of a fire is to 

include them in your family plan. This includes having their own 
disaster supplies kit as well as arranging in advance for a safe 
place for them to stay if you need to leave your home.

 • When you practice your escape plan, practice taking your pets 
with you. Train them to come to you when you call.

 • In the event of a disaster, if you must evacuate, the most impor-
tant thing you can do to protect your pets is to evacuate them, 
too. But remember: never delay escape or endanger yourself or 
family to rescue a family pet.

Prevent Your Pets from Starting Fires
 The National Fire Protection Association estimates that nearly 
1,000 home fires each year are accidentally started by the home-
owners’ pets. The American Kennel Club and ADT Security Services 
have joined forces to provide the following tips:

Pet Fire 
Safety

 • Extinguish Open Flames - Pets are generally curious and will investigate cooking appliances, 
candles, or even a fire in your fireplace. Ensure your pet is not left unattended around an open 
flame and make sure to thoroughly extinguish any open flame before leaving your home.

 • Remove Stove Knobs - Be sure to remove stove knobs or protect them with covers before leaving 
the house - a stove or cook top is the number one piece of equipment involved in your pet starting 
a fire.

 • Invest in Flameless Candles - These candles contain a light bulb rather than an open flame, 
and take the danger out of your pet knocking over a candle. Cats are notorious for starting fires 
when their tails turn over lit candles.

 • Secure Young Pets - keep them confined away from potential fire-starting hazards when you are 
away from home such as in crates or behind baby gates in secure areas.

Help Firefighters Help Your Pets
 • Keep collars on pets and leashes at the ready in case firefighters need to rescue your pet. When 

leaving pets home alone, keep them in areas or rooms near entrances where firefighters can 
easily find them.

 • Affix a pet alert window cling and write down the number of pets inside your house and attach the 
static cling to a front window. This critical information saves rescuers time when locating your pets. 
Make sure to keep the number of pets listed on them updated.

Source: www.redcross.org 

DON’T FORGET THE 
SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINES! 

 March 15, 2020 is the deadline for both the Minnesota Association of 
Farm Mutual Insurance Company (MAFMIC) Scholarships and the Grinnell 
Mutual Road to Success Scholarship program. 
 Please check the Fairmont Farmers Mutual website - www.fairmont-
farmersmutual.net - and the www.grinnellmutual.com website for 

more information. There is a link to the Road to Success Scholarship information on the Fairmont 
Farmers Mutual website also.

DON’T DELAY! 
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Coming in early March, a more simple, safe and secure way to pay!

Coming Soon: More Ways to Pay!

Online

Phone

Text

more convenient payment options with our new 
electronic billing and payment service. 

Soon, you'll be able to:
View and pay your bills online, registration not required
Set up automatic payments so you never miss a payment
Schedule payments for a future date
Go paperless: receive bills via email and get email reminders

Pay by Phone 24/7


